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viii PREFACE.

sense of a passage been affected by these alterations,
for which I have received the author’s sanction. They
are but few, and in all instances where a philosophical
idea was concerned, it has been my endeavor to
adhere as closely as possible to the exact meaning
of the original.

8 W.
MAxcHESTER, February 29th, 1856.
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48 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

whereby we may disentangle the perplexities presented
by our existing social conditions, our aim. Every great
festival must have its eve of preparation; and so I invite
you, on the eve of the great festival on the fourth of this
month, to try what preparation we can find in Bishop
Ketteler's Pastoral appropriate to a worthy celebration
of the remarkable event which it commemorates.


































































































































































102 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

“1. The Concordats offer many restraints to the life of the
Church; the bishops demand their alteration by the State in
such a way as to give liberty to the Church.

#2. All limitation of the episcopal authority not already stip-
ulated in the Concordats, they once for all refuse to admit. ’

“3. They claim the divine right of the instruction and educa-~
tion of mankind, in which sphere the Church has, in all ages,
brought to pass the most glorious results.”

The last point is literally expounded as follows :

“This right over mankind the Church can never renounce,
without renouncing her very nature; and it is the natural and
necessary consequence of this right that she should be free to
choose and determine all the means requisite for carrying it into
execution, such a8 the individuals and corporations appointed to
the task of education and instruction, as well as the school-books
to be used; that, in particular, she should be wholly and entirely
uncontrolled in the process of training, and the point at which
she pronounces her laborers and emissaries ripe for her great
work of education, as also in their employment, superintendence,
correction, and, if necessary, removal; also, that it must rest
with the Church to decide what bodies and corporations are to
be preserved or founded for this end, and what are no longer
useful or admissible, if she is to be placed in the full enjoyment
of the liberties which belong to her as the guardian of morals,
which have their root in the faith, and are the guarantics of all
public law and order.”

The exercise of these liberties is more nearly defined
as follows :

i Unlimsted freedom tn the matter and mode of instruction, with
the power to found and superintend her own institutions for in-
struction and education, are claimed, in the widest sense the
terms convey, by the Church, as the indispensable means without
which she can not be in a position to fulfill her divine mission
truly, and in its full extent; and she must regard every measure
tending to limit her sphere of action in this field as incompatible
with the just clatms of the Catholics of the German nation.”

Here, my honored friend, two things are to be
remarked : first, that nothing can satisfy the episcopate





















ULTRAMONTANE PATRIOTISM. . 109

putes of the last few years fulfilled the hopes that were
placed in the German conscience? And have the Ger-
mans thus first become worthy to be stigmatized as mur-
derers of the Messiah, and to be offered up on the grave
of St. Boniface by an arrogant priest? We have al-
ready termed the Baden Church difficulties the practical
commentary on the manifesto of the bishops; we must
now look more closely into this remarkable occurrence.
Let it be the subject of our next letter.





















116 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

vice, and that the professors themselves, as well as their instruc-
tion, should be subject to their immediate supervision. They
further demand the sole right of conferring the clerical title, or of
sustentation, and therefore of disposing of the funds appropriated
to this object, and even of conferring orders without the neces-
sity of such sustentation.

“IV. The episcopate further claims the complete and entire
abolition of the right of placet, and of the recourse to another
tribunal in case of abuse; or of appeal against its decisions to
the civil authorities, except in cases where there was a usurpa-
tion of civil functions on the part of the clergy. It claims,
moreover, the free exercise of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, civil as
well as penal, secundum canones adhuc vigenigs et proesentem
ecclesie disciplinam, and it exacts from the Government the
execution of its sentences—therefore the right of deposing, sus-
pending, and removing priests at its own plea ure, without any
inquiry on the part of the civil authority into the regularity of
the proceeding.

“V. The Bishops next claim full and entire liberty of wor-
ship, even with regard to the acts not considered necessary
to salvation ; and, consequently, the right of commanding mis-
sions, processions, and solemn pilgrimages, and of establish-
ing confraternities, congregations and convents, and monastic
orders, without any preliminary authorization from the Gov-
ernment.

“VI. They claim not only the exclusive direction of religious
instruction in the primary schools, colleges, or lyceums, as well
as the right of appointing the professors, but also that of watch-
ing over and even directing the secular instruction there given,
and of dismissing those professors who no longer enmjoy their
confidence ; lastly, they demand the abolition of all mixed
schools, that is, of such as are intended for the simultaneous
instruction of children of different confessions, in order that
children of the Catholic religion may be instructed in exclusively
Catholic schools. .

“VIIL The Episcopate demand full power to pronounce sen-
tenco of excommunication, major as well as minor, on every
person, whether priest or laic, who may have incurred this
penalty.

“V1II. Finally, it claims the free and exclusive administration

-






118 SIGNB OF THE TIMES.

of January, 1830, partly by another ordinance drawn up by
their mutual consent, partly by a ministerial explanation of
the 2d to the 5th of March, 1853. But these modifications
did not meet all the demands of the Bishops; many demands
had been rejected, and the principles of the old ordinance
maintained ; the Bishops therefore declared that they were not
satisfied by the concessions which they had just obtained. We
will enumerate the most essential changes which had now been
decreed :

“I. All Papal Bulls or Briefs, the general ordinances of the
Bishops and other ecclesiastical authorities, as well as the decrees
of the Synods, may be published and enforced without the placet,
except when they impose obligations which are not within the
sphere of the Church, or have reference to public or civil affairs.
As to the rest, which are of a purely spiritual character, it is only
necessary that the Government should be previously advertised
of them.

“II. Free hberty of communication with Rome is accorded
to every one who may wish to exercise it, but without
prejudice to the hierarchical order of the ecclesiastical authori-
ties.

“III. Theological studies must be conducted by a faculty of
theology forming part of the Government Universities.

“IV. Theological candidates shall not be admitted to receive
holy érders, or to enjoy the clerical title, until they have suc-
cessfully passed an examination by the episcopal commission,
who shall be assisted by a Government Commissioner; the
latter shall have the power of a suspensive vefo, when the
caso must be referred to the board of public worship, with
whom lies the ultimate decision on the admission of the sus-
pended candidate.

. “V. The right of free nomination to the livings which may fall
vacant in the months of July and December, is granted to the
Bishops and to the Archbishop of Fribourg.

“VI. The Bishop has the right of immediate supervision over
the establishments of public instruction for persons intending to
become priests; the professors, and the directors of the boarding-
Iuses connected with these establishments, can not be appointed
without his consent. .

- “VIL The Bishop nomiinates the rural deans, but they can not


























































































148 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

order to porceive the full historical import of the contest
between the hierarchy and the State; namely, to con-
sider more narrowly, in their mutual bearing, the three
great points which must perpetually bring them into
collision. This I purpose to do, my dear friend, in my
next letter, for which you shall not have to wait long.
















































268 SIGNE OF TOF Tuns

& punr wuepo: we TnY Supe 3 ol tie amgile ant
afuliive sunrbior o vitr prwseir e

1ot e g dwer. wits 3 Touthwr = o smriiue-
%M L viem wowigiom pewemue. ¥ we
weslite w I weone W Jrowuik. fiec de scear of
ot bndion. Frmme wie Jrungpwt by siligious incred
Bt Bouttuor tumwol! nmte ur @ germounme ageins
Ol mdaeuméi@mwﬁnmmd'
Pom. wu® w die e o wind ie Gwmgpess from
viow.  Siwiwr due vike fwuvpad upasenc o
Pt rapat Lom oadienec. wd we ool
izt by

I "mmdxm}m Hmorr e waly
flan A voninilen Sfrum der sveue.

Bowdaor fovutol w dterwrduen] srmen. € wiidk
wure Jorwmsiin dae prvsestoll tha fru ar oler—
Pty oLy e & e Yoy the mugicien - e feeg
# nonvaile.  Bw e Prosemsss biersrdies Lave
Jonguot ¥l the power of She Soage 3o pereeease.  Thas
the Latiwrmae poressvied the Calvnies. the Angheans
pormevied the Puras.  Cuder Cronwell s Parkas
Parkumens b 3 Sw vours sl o1 &4 pot exqual
the Miorspdies: dee exooution of Bervetus in free
Goners, suder Calvin, & quite 3 wizary msmance.
The Lashersn dergy alone can by chin v be raaked
with the Roman liersrdy in whaa they Lave acoom-
plished—their lianited power being taken into due ac-
[ &

The Church condemns religious perserution in gen-
eral; her own is an exception, because she is right while
ullmbemarewmg She washes ber bands of blood.
She herself never condemns to death ; but the laws in
virtueofwhi:htbeSmcdoaitmmquind,appmved,
















































































































































212 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

ings have been instituted against the Old Lutherans* ac-
cording to the strictest letter of the law; no, it is because
in general the dictatorial system of Church government
had lost the forms through which the Congregation with
their Synods would have been able to create what alone
could have wrought any good; that men tried to build
the house of God without seeking for its living stones—
to plant a tree without leaving room for its roots and
branches to grow.

There is one eternal law of the universe in all things
—a law of love, but also of almighty power, which is at
work in all these phenomena. But there are times when
this divine law claims its right more loudly than is its
wont—when the Spirit of God, moving through the ranks

* The “Old Lutheran” party took its rise in 1830—many years
after the Union had been in full and beneficial operation through-
out Prussis—when Scheibel, a professor in Breslau, refused to
use those formularies in the celebration of the Lord's Supper
which rendered it possible for Calvinists to join in the communion,
He soon found a considerable number of adherents, in spite of the
king's repeated declarations that the Lutherans were not required
by the Union to lay aside their distinctive creed, but merely to
admit the Reformed Churches to practical Christian fellowship;
and the king, much annoyed by a movement which threatened
the existence of the Union, endeavored to put a stop to it by
measures of repression. These were more harshly enforced than
he intended by the Government officials, and led to the banish-
ment of Scheibel from Silesia; the incarceration of several minis-
ters; to the occupation of the Church of Hoeningen, in Silesia,
on Christmas-day, 1834, by soldicrs, to keep out the real congre-
gation and install the new minister; with other acts of persecu-
tion. The king, whose advanced age rendered him timorous
and unimpressible, did not perceive the gross injustice of these
proceedings; but on the accession of the present sovereign, the
grievance was redressed by an act granting full liberty of worship
to the “Old Lutherans” as a separate body from the “Evan-
gelical Church.”"—7¥-























































































242 S8IGNS OF THE TIMES.

last March, in the Evangelical Association of Berlin,
before the Court and a large and influential assembly,
not without immediate evidence of its effect. This dis-
course, which bears the title of ¢ Christian Tolerance,’”’
but which, in reality, appears more like a discourse in
favor of confessional intolerance, has been printed by its
eloquent author with notes, for the general reading world,
after it had appeared with the same additions in the relig-
ious organ of the party, the Evangelische Kirchen-
zeitung, and been printed in their political organ, the
Kreugzeitung.

With the examination of this discourse for the object
we have in view, I propose to conclude our correspond-
ence for the present.


























































































































































































WORKS ON THE UNION. 807

ments, too, of Gieseler, relative to the part personally
taken by Frederic William IIL. in this work are
neither complete nor quite correct. Eylert’s account
in his book upon Frederic William III, is that of a
gossiping unintelligent old man, but it is.in the main
point historically true. The King has given a very
simple and unvarnished picture of himself in his book,
Luther. He was no author, but he was a Christian
and a King; and as such, has not as yet received his
due meed of honor from history.

I begin, therefore, with the historical account of the
origin of the Union, and proceed from that to a review
of the legal acts, and their execution, up to the pro-
mulgation of the Second Cabinet Edict of the reigning

King
































































































































































































































































































APPENDIX TO LETTER V. 408

ceedings, should be submitted to the civil court which has cogni-
zance of such matters. And the court shall not proceed to carry
such sentence into effect until it have examined these documents
and found them regular and valid in point of law; if it find the
contrary it shall cancel the verdict.

ARTICLE VIIL

Religious instruction, in the primary and other schools, is under
the exclusive superintendence of the Bishop: but in the secular
instruction, he and his clergy shall take no further share than
that assigned them by special regulations of the Government.

ARTICLE IX,

Every act of insubordination on the part of the Bishop or other
clergyman to the laws of the State or the decrees of the Crown,
as also episcopal injunctions issued with the object of compelling
civil functionaries to lay down their office, or to refrain from ful-
filling its duties, shall be punished by a term of imprisonment not
under six months, or exceeding two years, and in case the offense
be repeated the penalty shall be doubled.



APPENDIX TO LETTER VII.

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE RECENT
PERSECUTIONS.

A.

THE PERSECUTION OF DOMENICO CECCHETTI
IN TUSCANY.*

L

SHORT NARRATIVE OF THE FAOTS.
FLORENCE, March 30th, 1855.

Axotrer Tuscan Protestant has been made to feel the venge-
ance of the Popish priests. Domenico Cecchetti was seized last
Sunday morning at half-past four, hurried away from his children
to the prison‘of the Bargello, condemned without any trial, with-
out any witnesses, by the Council of Prefecture, to a year's con-
finement in the penitentiary of Imbrogiano, near Monte Lupo,
whither he was conveyed in chains the next morning; the crimes
for which he was consigned to a dungeon being, the poss@ssion
of one Bible, in Diodati’s translation, and two Testaments, and
the avowal, when examined by the Chancellor of the Delegation
of Santa Maria Novella, that he considered Jesus Christ the sole
Head of the Church! .

The circumstances which led to this arrest are so characteristic
of the spy system now prevalent throughout Tuscany, that I
make no apology for communicating them in detail. Domenico
Cecchetti is a workman employed in the tobacco manufactory of
Messrs. Emmanuel Fenzi and Co., the well-known bankers, who

* From the CAristian Times of April 6, 1855, quoted in the Journal des Dedbats
of the 28th May. Compare also the Allgemeine Zeftung of the 1st and 5th Jane.






















































4292 APPENDIX TO LETTER VIIL

ARTICLE XVL

The intercourse of religious societies with their superiors is un-
restricted. The publication of ecclesiastical ordinances is subject
only to the same restrictions as all other public announcements.

ARTICLE XVIL

With regard to Church patronage, and the conditions under
which it may be abrogated, a special law shall be issued.

ARTICLE XVIIL

In appointments to ecclesiastical offices, the right of nomination,
proposal, election, and confirmation, in so far as it appertains to
the State, and not to private patrons on special legal titles, is
abolished. From the provisions of this regulation are excepted
the clerical appointments to the army and public institations,

ARTIOLE XIX.

The introduction of civil marriage will take place in accordance
with the provisions of a special law, which will also regulate the
mode of civil registration in general






















































440 APPENDIX TO LETTER X.

has commanded us to bring children to Him that He may bless
them and give them his salvation, it may, and ought to be im-
parted to those of tender years, who are thereby received into
the sphere of the operations of His grace.

8. The Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is the seal and
" means of a personal and a common covenant of grace with the
Lord, or the true communion of His Body and Blood, founded
by Christ when He instituted the blessing of the Bread and of
the Cup, in which He communicates to us the virtues of His life
and the blessings of His redemption from sin and death, that we
may be able to renew our strength, and to come off more than
conquerors in the warfare with the flesh, the world, and the
devil

Finally, as touching Confession and the office of the Keys, we
confess that the Church has, through the Apostles, received
authority, not only to preach the word of repentance to recon-
ciliation, but also to announce to such as confess their sins and
turn to God, forgiveness in God's name, on condition of a re-
pentant and believing temper of mind, and to refuse it to such as
live in open vice, and neither confess unto repentance, nor ex-
hibit any fruits thereof.

THE END.









